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CARMDLITE MONASTERY"
Re D, #3 bk BO}C 28
LATROBE, PENNSYLVANIA 15650
Octoher: 26, 1969

Most Reverend Paul . Leibold
Archblshop of Cincinnati -

29 Tagh Blghth Street
Cincinuati, Ohlo Wh202

Mogt Reverend and dear Avchhishop:

Recently you recelved a letter from Reverond TFather Melvin
Rupprecht, 0.8.8B., relating to the devetion of Our Lady of AMmerica.
I am the-&armelite Slsgter: wvho had discussed thi§ matter wlth hilnm,

Your Bxcellency must wonder why I am so-concerned about this
devotlon. It 1s not thet I am basing my interest and opinlon
golely on whet the Proclous Blood Sigler -has revealed %o me. I
was enlightoned interiorly before T ever met Slster thal something
tremendouns wag going to happon and that 1 wag gomshow Ilnvolved in
1%, I knew thet it concerned Our Lody's vislting Amerilca with a
special message and that she wanted a shrine in her honoy. God had
prepared me ihteriorly so that vhen Sister'finally told me The
secret I lnew that this was what T had been walting ior.

Does Your Nxcellency know that the miracles of grace will not
oceur until after the statue is placed in the National Shrine?
This is only ilmplied in the account; but I asked Sister: speclfi~
cally about it, and she confirmed my own thought thel thls is so.
Therefore, bthe proof of the suthenticity of the visions wlll be
receoived after- the gtatue g carried in solemn procession and placed
in the National Shrine for then the miracles of grace will occur
hoth through the use of the medal and at the Shrine iltselfl.

T hoeve o very simple pilen to suggost for having Our Lady's
wishos canrled out without sctually meling it a new publle devotion.
When Owr TLady was Cirst made Patroness of our country, she really
wos Our Lady of Amerileca in the true and exuct senge of the fiitla.
There can be no wrong :in honoring Our Lady, and we do not wish to
make Sister's account known at this tilime 0 we are not asgking the
people to believe in sny vigions. Therofore, would 1t not be
poggible Lo simply ogk at the Shrine if they would he wllling to
put a special stabue of Our Lady there that wag being donated, with-
out actually creating a hew devotion? T do not think 1t lg necessary
to emphagize her title when inguiring. Tho woman who 1is donatlng the
atatue in memory of her dear departed mother wants to remaln anonymous
go 1t would seem that it could be done in a very gulol, gimple mannev,
T thought the matter would be glven more atfention Lf Xour HExcelloney
made the ingulry at the Shrine under your title as Avchbishop of
Cincimnall .,
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If the permission were granted at the National Shrine, T
would see-to 1t thal the money tio pay for the gtatne was in Your
fixcellency's handy before it way ordered so long ag we could
ageertain the exact cost in advance. The price could not excesd’
$2,000,00, and T could gel it on about a week's notice., I thought
that a Llife-sized wood~carved statue would be LitLing and easily
carried in a procesgion because of its Llight weight, but the '
detalls about the gtatue could be worked out later, If there wero
any Aifficulty about having tho proceggion at the Natlional Shrine,
do you think one could be held in your Avchdioceze? Tt would not”
seem singular Lf, on gome big Feast of Our Lady, a solemn procession
were held "in honor of Cur Laedy'". I{ would not seem bo.be necossary
to mention her title 1f there were any question about it. As to
Our Lady's request that she be honored alb the Shrihe as "Our Lady
of America, the Immmeulate Viegin", T thought these wordsg could
appeol on-%ho bage of the sgtabtue, either carved/on oy attached on
a mebal plate, Thus, thig part of her reguesl” would be carrled out,

My guperior wasg in favorof my writing ¥our Excellency aboul
thisg mattery bul: sho requests of you that my name he not mentioned.
This is, also, my own desirve, . You probably know that” the: Preclous
Blood Sigtor doeg nol went her ldenbity ever rovealed, and I agree
with her that %his ig liportant Lo the success of the csuse, How-
ever, you may conbact her ahout anything in thisg letber- if Your
Exceilency wishes.

I hope Your Excellency wlll forgive my Uaklng the Llberly to
write you my glmple plan for having Our Lady's wisheg fulfllled.
I am cerbtain thabt she would mot have made these reguesty 1f 1t were
not posgible to sabtlsly them., There are go many goulg today in our
country that need special. greaces to become pleaging bto God that it
mekeg me eager ‘bo gee Our Lady's wishes carried out as goon ag
posaible., Her words, "Will.my Lloyal sons (Bishops) carwy out my
deslrees and thus help me bring the peace of Chrilsgt once ageln o
menkind?", have shown me that it is the Bishops who can gee thal”
her requestyg are fulfllled snd thel is why T am having recourse %o
Tour Bxcellency. Her gpeclal blegslng will most certainly be
granted you as she promlged.

Would Your Excellency please lel me know Lf.the above suggestilons
could be used, and whether you would be willing to make the ilnguiry
al the Shrino% Thonk you very much for your patlence in reading this
long letber; I wish to cooperate in whateverrway that I am able to
got -the gtatue put into the Shrine,
Agking YOur'Exaellenoy‘s Blegsing, 1 am
Yours respeetfully in Christ,

i t
i, Woins, 006
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